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Understanding Aggressive
Behavior in Dogs

DOG'S BARK MAY BE WORSE THAN HIS BITE, bat most of
us womld rather not Hnd onat the hard way, Growling, baring teeth,
snading. snappang, amd biting are all agpressive behaviors—buat dog
aggression includes any behavior meant wo intimidate ar harm a person
ar another animal, Alifoagh thess messages are among the handial ol
Commamumication oods aailable o dogs, they're generally unacoeptable
0 hurmans, Becaose humans and dogs have different communication
systems, mizunderstandings can occur betaeen the pao species.

B froam a diog's perspective, there's alweays a reason
for aggressive behavior, A person may intend to be
feiendly, ban a dog may percelve thar person's behavior
as threatening or intimidating. Dogs aren’t being
schizophrende, psychoidc, crazy, or mecessarily “vicions"
when displayving aggressive behavior,

Bcanse aparessdon s so comples and becanse the
prodentinl consiuences are =0 serions, we reoommend
that yvou get professional in-home help from an
andmal-behavior specialist if your dog i displaying
agpressive hehavios,

Types of Aggression

Dominance Aggression

Drorminande apgression is maotivated by a challenge wea
diog's social stamas or wo hds coneeal af a social inreracson,
Dhogs are social andmals and view their boman famidlies

as thelr social group or “pack.” Based on the oweomes
off social challenges among group members, a dominance
hierarchy o “pecking order” &5 established.

L yonar doge perceives his oamn ranking in thwe hicrarchy
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in certain siuations. Because peophe don't always
unslerstand canine commmnication. you may inadvertently

challenge vour dog's soclal position, A dominant -
ageressive dog mey growl i be is distorbed sden resting
o sleeping or if he is asked w0 give up a Bvorice spot,
surch as the couch o the bed. Physical restraint, even
when dome ina Inendly manner {ike bugging), may
also canse your dog o respond agpressively, Beaching for
vouur dog's collar or reaching over his head o pet him
couled also be interpreted as a challenge for dominance,
Dominani-appressive dops are aiven desceibed as “lekodl
aned Hydes™ because they can be very Inicndly when not
challenged, Dominance ageression may be directed at
pecle or an other andmals. The mosts Common reason
for Gghis among dogs in the same family s instabiliiy

in the dominance hieearchy,

Fear-Mativatad Aggression

Fear-mativiated aggression is a defensive reaction and
ocoars when a dog beleeves he s dndanger of beng
harmed. Remembser that it's ywour dog’s perception

of the situation, nod your actual intent, which deeemines
vourr dog's response, For escample, vou may raise vour
arm 0 theows o ball, but your dog may bite you because
hie believes hi's praleCiing himsedl from baei ng hiit

A dog may also be Brachully apgressive when approached
by oithver doyzs
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For complete tips and agwice on pet befhawor and other pet care togics, wnt wwe, petsiodife. org.



